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Johannes Kepler 

	Ever wonder how scientists found out that the plants moved in an elliptical fashion? Johannes Kepler found this out as he was trying to calculate Mars’ orbit around the sun. Kepler was a scientist during the Scientific Revolution. He studied a variety of fields including astrology and astronomy. Kepler was also a mathematician. He played an important role in the Scientific Revolution by helping other scientists such as Tycho Brahe and Galileo. Kepler was a very smart man and also stubborn. He was once banned from the city of Graz because he would not convert his religion to Catholicism. Therefore, Kepler was a very smart and important person in the Scientific Revolution because of his many contributions in astrology, astronomy, and mathematics.
	Johannes Kepler was born on December 27, 1571. He was born in Germany prematurely. His father left him when he was only five years old. Kepler learned both mathematics and astronomy at an early age.  Kepler attended grammar school and Latin school, and after that he went to study at Tubinger Stift at the University of Tubingen.  At the age of 23, he graduated from the university and then accepted a teaching job at Protestant School in Graz. He taught two subjects which were mathematics and astronomy. Kepler’s first major work was called “The Cosmographic Mystery.” It was a book based off the theory of the Copernican system which revealed God’s geometrical plan for the universe. He published the work while he was still teaching at Graz. 
	On February 4, 1600 Kepler met Tycho Brahe, a Danish nobleman, at Benatky nad Jizerou at the place where Brahe’s observatory was being built. Kepler stayed there for two months and studied Brahe’s notes on Mars. Kepler and Brahe had a falling out but were reunited again. Kepler returned home to Graz to get his wife, Barbara Mueller, while we had journeyed back to get her, political and religious difficulties delayed his trip back to Graz. In August Kepler was delayed for three months on his return home because he would not convert to Catholicism. After arriving home Kepler took Barbara with him to Benatky nad Jizerou where he worked with Brahe until his death in 1601. Kepler was then appointed as Brahe’s successor. This was a very successful time for Kepler. He gave advice to Emperor Rudolph II while being his imperial mathematician. 
	On January 1, 1604 Kepler published a work called “The Optical Part of Astronomy” which included the intensity of light and reflection of curved mirrors. At this same time, Kepler was also studying both solar and lunar eclipses very heavily. In October of the same year, Kepler observed a supernova which he watched meticulously. Two years later he published a work called “De Stella Nova” in which he described his observation about the supernova. He went into great detail using theories of other scientists in his work. Kepler then wrote “A New Astronomy,” which included his first two laws of planetary motion. He tried many times to calculate Mars’ orbit using many different equations. From his observations he found out that all planets move in ellipses. 
	In conclusion, Kepler was a very key person in the Scientific Revolution. He studied many different aspects of science and mathematics. He also provided with the opportunity to work with some of the best scientists of the Scientific Revolution. Kepler wrote many books that were studied greatly during his time and after his time. Although many of Kepler’s ideas were not accepted at the time, they were after his death. His works were very revolutionary for his time period. Kepler’s thoughts were also very ahead of his time. Kepler’s work on the supernova was very in depth. For these reasons, Kepler was an important scientist during the Scientific Revolution.




















Works Cited 
Advameg. "Johannes Kepler Biography - Life, Children, Parents, Wife, School, Mother, Son, Book." Encyclopedia of World Biography. Web. 10 Apr. 2011. <http://www.notablebiographies.com/Jo-Ki/Kepler-Johannes.html>. 
Helden, Al Van. "Science | Johannes Kepler." The Galileo Project. Web. 10 Apr. 2011. <http://galileo.rice.edu/sci/kepler.html>. 
Weisstein, Eric. "Kepler, Johannes (1571-1630) -- from Eric Weisstein's World of Scientific Biography." ScienceWorld. Web. 10 Apr. 2011. <http://scienceworld.wolfram.com/biography/Kepler.html>. 

